Urban BMPs

Best Management Practices (BMPs) are management measures used in urban areas to
prevent water pollution caused by nutrients, animal wastes, toxics and sediment.

BMPs are an effective, preferred and practical approach to managing nonpoint source
pollutants. BMPs are designed to reduce the quantities of pollutants that are washed
into groundwater and surface waters, such as lakes, creeks, streams, rivers and
estuaries by rain.
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e Bag yard clippings. Yard clippings and leaves can wash into storm
and contribute nutrients and organic matter to streams.

e Use proper lawn irrigation. Do not over water your lawn.

¢ Inspect your septic system every 3 years and pump your tank as
necessary. Do NOT dispose of household hazardous waste in sinks/or
toilets. Leaking and poorly maintained septic systems release nutrients and
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Construction areas use BMPs to control erosion and sediment and to limit the
amount of water flowing off the site or to change the direction it travels. Automotive
businesses also use BMPs to avoid oil and gas spills or to clean spills properly.

Whenever possible implement these practices in your day-to-day activities to reduce
pollutants that could enter water bodies near you.

Remember: what you do affects the quality and quantity of the water you drink and
use. By using these practices to reduce pollutants from entering your water
resources, you are helping protect water now and in the future. Help save
Texas water and make every drop count.
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